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PARTNERING FOR ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT AND RENEWAL – TRANSFORMING LIVES  YOUR IMPACT 

As we now look back at 2017, we thank God 
(and you!) for making it a great year for 
extending more of the kingdom of heaven 
to earth. Here are just a few of the highlights 
that made the year so special. 

Reaching the Materially Poorest 
Burundi and South Sudan are two of the 
materially poorest countries in the world. 
Significant progress was made in 2017 in both 
countries to enable the most vulnerable to 
experience life more in line with what God 
wants for them. 

We were excited to launch a new partnership 
with Hope Fund Burundi in August 2017 that 
will ultimately enable them to reach more of 
the rural poor in Burundi who currently live on 
$1 or less per day. PEER Servants provided a 
$20,000 grant for Hope Fund to purchase 
solar panels that will give them a reliable 
source of power to serve the materially poor 
more effectively. 

The current war in South Sudan made it 
impossible for Joint Effort for Development to 
operate a microfinance program, but they 
responded with a fantastic vocational training 
program that is teaching single mother 
refugees from South Sudan currently residing 
in northern Uganda how to sew and generate 
much-needed income for their families. The 
program also offers emotional and spiritual 
support for women who have experienced 
severe trauma associated with the war. 
Thanks to your generosity, PEER Servants 
was able to provide a $20,000 grant to Joint 
Effort for Development to support this critical 
program. 

Going Beyond Microfinance 
While microfinance remains the core program 
of our global partners, our partners continue 
to extend more of the kingdom through other 
programs like education and youth 
empowerment, and PEER Servants is 
partnering with them in these areas. 

CCT, PEER Servants’ Filipino partner, hosted 
a team of educators in August to explore 
opportunities to go deeper in the area of 
education. CCT does a great job of extending 
top-notch education to former street dweller 
children, tribal children, and others. PEER 
Servants provided a $10,000 grant for a 
science lab at a tribal Christian school in 
southern Philippines and provided an 
additional $25,000+ to support the further 
recruitment, development, and training of 
fantastic staff that enable these children who 
are considered the last to be treated as if they 
were the first. 

PEER Teens expanded in the area of youth 
empowerment. Young people in eight 
different countries are working locally and 
globally to experience and extend more of the 
kingdom of heaven on earth. Check the 
Newsletter’s next page for more information. 

Inspiring Generosity 
Thank you for your inspiring generosity to 
PEER Servants in 2017. You enabled us to 
meet or exceed all of our funding goals. May 
God bless you for your generosity and 
multiply what has been given to enable as 
many as possible to have their basic needs 
met, their dreams fulfilled, and their hearts 
full of gratitude to Him. 

Celebrating 25+ Years of Partnership! 

 

How we thank God for 25+ amazing years 
of extending more of the kingdom of 
heaven to earth!  Through your prayers and 
financial support, God is at work enabling 
tens of thousands of the materially poor and 
non-poor to experience economic, social, 
and spiritual transformation.  Thank you! 
 

If you would like to send a tax-deductible 
donation to PEER Servants, you can direct 
100% of your gift to any of our Microfinance 
Partner Funds.  See the back side of the 
newsletter for contact info.   Thank you for 
your generosity.  God bless you! 

 

 
Todd G. Engelsen 
President 

3/10 – Fantastic, Free Concert! 
Our annual Concert for Economic Empowerment, 
featuring fantastic musicians from around the world, will 
be Saturday, March 10, 6:30-8:30 pm at Revive 
Community Church (111 Terrace Hall Avenue, 
Burlington, MA). Join us for a great night of music, 
stories from a few of our volunteers, and a dessert 
reception to follow. There is no cost of admission and not 
even an offering, so call up a friend and make it a great 
night out! 

First Quarter 2018 

A Great Year for the Kingdom! 

https://www.alternativegifts.org/projects/project30/
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WHAT TRANSFORMATION LOOKS LIKE 

 

Inspiration from the Philippines 
“Ate” Ruth Callanta, CEO/Founder of The Center for 
Community Transformation (CCT), PEER Servants 
Filipino partner, recently visited Boston. She was 
honored with PEER Servants’ “Reciprocity Award” for her 
lifetime of service to empowering others from around the 
world to extend God’s kingdom. She was also hosted and 
spoke at many receptions like this one at the home of Bill 
and Judy Long. 

 

Expanding Services in Uganda 
The generosity of PEER Servants donors enabled two of 
our partners to purchase used vans. CAFECC/Uganda will 
use this van to support their growing youth ministry, host 
international teams, and generate additional rental 
revenue. This picture captures the prayer in the van 
dedication ceremony. In addition, Invest Credit/Moldova 
was able to purchase a van which they will use as a mobile 
office to reach the rural materially poor in the country. 

THE VALUE OF VOLUNTEERS 
 

 
Esther Suh is a very active, passionate PEER Servants’ 
volunteer! A gifted artist, she sold her paintings and gave 
the proceeds to PEER Servants. Her willingness to tell 
others of how God was blessing the materially poor led to 
her friends and family giving tens of thousands of dollars. 
A woman of prayer with a gift of hospitality, Esther 
received PEER’s “2017 Person of the Year” Award. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

We’d love to hear from you! 
Web:  www.peerservants.org 
E-Mail:  info@peerservants.org 
Mail:  PO Box 258, Woburn, MA  01801 
Phone:  781-245-4059 

 

One of the greatest threats our world faces 
is idle youth. An idle young person can be 
persuaded to join a charismatic leader in 
ultimately doing harm to others. Yet, young 
people have so much vision and energy for 
doing good and making their world a better 
place. PEER Servants’ microfinance partners 
around the world saw this and reached out to 
their young people with a willingness to 
empower them to do good. That led to the 
birth of PEER Teens in Uganda in 2014. 

Three New Countries in 2017 
The PEER Teens network quickly spread. 
Within two years, PEER Teens affiliates had 
spread from Uganda to Zambia, Guatemala, 
the Philippines, and Boston. They were 
committed to experiencing and extending the 
kingdom of heaven on earth and doing it 
together, both locally and globally. 

The most significant expansion in the PEER 
Teens Network took place in 2017 with new 
affiliates in Peru, Burundi, and South Sudan. 
Soon Peruvian young people were supporting 
a children’s after-school tutoring program, 
Burundian young people were throwing a 
birthday party for the kids living on the streets 
(see above picture), and South Sudanese 
young people, now refugees in northern 
Uganda, were encouraging each other that 
even these days in exile can be used for good. 

The very young people who could have put 
their respective societies at risk were the ones 
God was using to set the example for 
everyone in their communities in finding 
effective, practical ways to extend more of 
the kingdom of heaven to earth. 

Introducing PEER Teens Scholars 
The 2017 expansion of PEER Teens was not 
only in number of countries, but in 
additional programs as well. PEER Teens 
was giving birth to some amazing servant 

leaders among the young people. These 
young people could have even greater impact 
as adults if they could get a tertiary education 
that would prepare them for the future. Yet, 
many came from families in which no one had 
attended university, and their families simply 
could not afford the cost. 

This gave birth to a 2017 pilot of the PEER 
Teens Scholar program. Two young people 
from Uganda and two from Zambia were 
selected by local committees as exceptional 
in their PEER Teens involvement. Four PEER 
Servants donors stepped forward to be their 
Sponsors. The Scholars received a scholarship 
of up to $1,500/year (based on family need) 
and a personal computer. Now, an aspiring 
lecturer, civil engineer, clinical medical 
officer, and human rights lawyer are 
completing their tertiary studies and 
preparing to be a blessing to their respective 
communities. The program will expand in 
2018 – email info@peerservants.org if you’d 
like to become a Sponsor! 

PEER Teens Social Entrepreneurs 
PEER Teens piloted an additional program 
in 2017. PEER Teens Social Entrepreneurs 
allowed teams of at least two PEER Teens 
members in any of the participating affiliates 
to apply for up to a $100 grant to support their 
initiative to somehow extend more of the 
kingdom of heaven to their community. 

The response? Ugandan Teens purchased 
Bibles to give prisoners hope. Peruvians 
Teens bought chocolates with a message of 
God’s love and distributed them on the 
streets of Cusco offering to pray for any who 
wanted prayer. Boston Teens thought of ways 
they could bless the homeless. And much 
more. Final reports from Teens around the 
world are due by the end of February 2018. 
Once again, young people have set the 
example in making our world a better place. 

Beyond Microfinance: Youth Empowerment 

Christmas 2017 was 
very special for some of 
the street children in 
Bujumbura, Burundi. 
Why? Because the 
young people in PEER 
Teens Burundi (in 
yellow polo shirts) 
invited them to a 
“Birthday Party for a 
King”! 25+ children 
came, each getting their 
crown, and had a great 
day of games, food, and 
love. It was their first 
birthday party for most, 
and they were just the 
people Jesus would 
have invited. 

mailto:info@peerservants.org

