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PARTNERING FOR ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT AND RENEWAL – TRANSFORMING LIVES  YOUR IMPACT 

While PEER Servants has grown significantly 
over the years and now has partnerships in 
microfinance, education, and youth 
empowerment, microfinance remains the core. 
It remains a very effective tool to empower the 
materially poor, especially women. In fact, of the 
over 150,000 clients currently served by our 
global partners, over 75% of them are women. 
When a woman gets a micro-loan, the family 
experiences transformation. Often even the 
village. Such was the case with Maria Osorio de 
León, a tortilla maker in Guatemala, and our 2019 
Lydia Award recipient. This is just one story of 
what one woman did. Just imagine the gl0bal 
transformation through tens of thousands of 
women that you are empowering! 

A Very Humble Beginning 
Maria was born in the Western Highlands of 
Guatemala – a stunningly beautiful place in both 
the nature and the indigenous Mayan peoples. 
Her access to education as a girl was very limited, 
so she never learned to read or write. At the age 
of 15 she moved to Guatemala City’s “Zone 3” 
(the Zone near the large garbage dump) to live 
with her brother. She got married at a very young 
age and worked hard learning how to make 
tortillas, supplementing her income by working 
in the garbage dump. Her life was turned upside 
down when her husband was killed, leaving her 
with three children under the age of eight. 

Hope through Business Growth 
After years of extremely hard work, Maria saved 
enough to start her own tortilla-making business. 
She made delicious tortillas and had great 
demand to grow the business, but nowhere to 
turn to for affordable loan capital. That’s when 
she heard about Vida Nueva, the microfinance 

arm of Potter’s House – the organization that had 
walked with her and her children after her 
husband was killed. Maria knew that Vida Nueva 
and Potter’s House were concerned about her 
success, not just about getting a micro-loan 
repaid. She took her first micro-loan of just over 
$100. She repaid it and took another slightly 
larger loan, building her business step-by-step. 
Now she has taken eight micro-loans, the most 
recent for $1,000, and her business is booming. 

Family and Community Impact 
Maria, Potter’s House, and Vida Nueva have been 
walking together for many years now. Maria has 
been able to send her children to private schools 
for their education – the two oldest are even 
studying at the university. The woman who still 
cannot read or write is enabling her children to 
break the cycle of poverty! Maria has hired four 
other Mayan women in her tortilla business and 
is paying them a good wage, enabling them to 
also provide for their families. She even 
purchased a truck to help get her tortillas to the 
market, and as one of the only people in her 
neighborhood to own a vehicle, she is quick to 
use it when neighbors have an emergency. 

Meanwhile Back in the Village 
Maria never forgot her small Western Highlands 
village. She and her family members inherited a 
piece of land. Maria was able to buy it from the 
other family members and is using it to empower 
the village she grew up in – providing the land for 
much-needed farming, a clinic, and a library. Her 
hope is that her generosity will make it possible 
for the girls and boys of that village to get what 
she never had – a much better start to life. Look 
at what one woman did! So much with so little. 

Celebrating 25+ Years of Partnership! 

 

How we thank God for 25+ amazing years of 
extending more of the kingdom of heaven to 
earth!  Through your prayers and financial 
support, God is at work enabling tens of thousands 
of the materially poor and non-poor to experience 
economic, social, and spiritual transformation.  
Thank you! 
 
If you would like to send a tax-deductible donation 
to PEER Servants, you can direct 100% of your gift 
to any of our Microfinance Partner Funds.  See the 
back side of the newsletter for contact info.   
Thank you for your generosity.  God bless you! 

 

 
Todd G. Engelsen 
President 

October 27: “All for One” Banquet 
Please join us for our Fall Fundraising Banquet on 
Sunday, 10/27, 5:30-8:00 pm, St. Eulalia’s Catholic 
Church (50 Ridge Street, Winchester, MA). Go to 
peerservants.org/banquet to RSVP by 10/20 and 
for info on our Banquet Offering to raise 
$100,000+ for the materially poor. 

Fourth Quarter 2019 

Look at What One Woman Did! 

https://www.peerservants.org/banquet/
https://www.alternativegifts.org/projects/project30/
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WHAT TRANSFORMATION LOOKS LIKE 

 

From One Greenhouse to This! 
While many of those around him left Moldova for 
supposed greener pastures, Nicolae wanted to keep his 
family in Moldova, and create jobs for others to be able 
to stay in Moldova as well. Invest Credit, PEER Servants’ 
Moldovan partner, helped him do that with access to 
affordable capital. Now Nicolae has 12 greenhouses, has 
created jobs for 11 employees, and owns the largest 
business in his village! 

 

Zambian Teens Visiting Hospitals 
These sharp young people are members of PEER Teens 
Zambia on their way to visit, encourage, and pray for the 
sick in the hospital. What an encouraging group they are! 
How did they get from their homes to the hospital? They 
walked. And in some cases far! CEMFIN is hoping to get a 
mini-bus through PEER Servants’ Banquet Offering to 
support and encourage inspiring young people like this! 

THE VALUE OF VOLUNTEERS 
 

 
That’s Jephtha and Jervie, PEER Servants’ Co-Global 
Facilitators for PEER Teens. Jephtha is from Kenya and 
Jervie from the Philippines. They are two more examples 
of the global family that make up PEER Servants. Jephtha 
may look familiar – he was in Boston this summer for an 
internship. Remember Jervie’s face – hopefully he will 
grace Boston with his presence in a future summer. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

We’d love to hear from you! 
Web:  https://www.peerservants.org 
E-Mail:  info@peerservants.org 
Mail:  PO Box 258, Woburn, MA  01801 
Phone:  781-245-4059 

 

PEER Servants volunteers are from all 
around the world – in fact, in 2019 there 
have been more volunteer applicants from 
outside the United States than inside! We 
are especially excited about our new PEER 
family members from Singapore. How did the 
news get to Southeast Asia of opportunities 
to volunteer with PEER Servants? Read on! 

Starting Point: Wesleyan U 
Bertram Lim came all the way from 
Singapore to attend Wesleyan University in 
Connecticut. A close follower of Jesus, he 
wanted to get involved in extending more of 
the kingdom to the materially poor, so he 
went on a PEER Servants internship to 
northern Uganda. There he embraced a world 
he had never seen. Soon he was visiting 
PEER’s Indian partner as well. God was at 
work in shaping this young man’s heart for His 
purposes. 

Double, Not Nothing 
Years passed and Bertram maintained his 
PEER Servants volunteer involvement 
amidst returning to Singapore, falling in 
love, and getting married. Annabelle was 
God’s gift to Bertram. She, too, wanted to be 
used by God to extend His kingdom to the 
materially poor. We joke within PEER 
Servants that when a single volunteer gets 
married, it’s “double or nothing” – either we 
gain the new spouse, or we lose the existing 
volunteer. In Bertram and Annabelle’s case, it 
was definitely a double! 

Engaging the Small Group 
Bertram and Annabelle were part of a small 
group at their church in Singapore. It 
included young professionals like them – 
smart, in love with Jesus, and wanting to have 
positive impact on the materially poor but not 
knowing how to do it effectively. They had 
been hearing Bertram and more recently 

Annabelle talk about their experiences with 
PEER Servants in the Philippines, India, 
Africa, and beyond. Bertram and Annabelle 
were very careful not to push anything on the 
others in the group. They were simply doing 
what Jesus had told them to do – go and tell 
what they were hearing and seeing of the 
kingdom of heaven on earth. 

Group Opportunity: PT Scholars 
While the desire to have global kingdom 
impact was growing in the Singaporean 
church small group, PEER Servants’ PEER 
Teens Scholars program was busting at the 
seams. PEER Teens is the youth 
empowerment arm of PEER Servants, 
engaging young people who are “setting the 
example” (1 Timothy 4:12) in proclaiming 
Jesus’ love in deed and word to those in 
prisons, hospitals, and beyond. There are 
some inspiring servant leaders among these 
Teens who would love to prepare for even 
greater kingdom impact by attending 
university, but their families cannot afford the 
tuition. That’s where the PEER Teens Scholars 
program comes in – raising up a Sponsor in 
another part of the world who would provide 
$1,500/year to enable these Teens to get a 
university education. The Scholars program 
added twelve new Teens in Uganda, Burundi, 
Zambia, and now South Sudan. The program 
grew beyond the ability of the PEER Servants 
office to effectively administer it. 

Singapore Touching the World 
Now the PEER Teens Scholars program is 
under new management – from Singapore! 
These young Singaporean PEER volunteers 
bring great skills in marketing, finance, 
leadership development and more that they 
are using to enable the Scholars to be better 
equipped for a lifetime of servant leadership. 
God – we thank You for Singapore, and the 
many other countries of our PEER volunteers. 

God – Thank You for Singapore! 

Meet just some of the 
new PEER Servants 
volunteers in Singapore 
who are administering 
PEER Servants’ PEER 
Teens Scholars program. 
This picture was taken 
on a recent trip to 
Singapore to train the 
volunteers in their 
important role. 

https://www.peerservants.org/offering/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+tim4%3A12&version=NIV

