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PARTNERING FOR ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT AND RENEWAL – TRANSFORMING LIVES  YOUR IMPACT 

While 2020 may be in our rearview mirror, the 
impact of the year on the global materially poor 
will be felt for years to come. In light of this, we 
are particularly appreciative of your 
unprecedented generosity that allowed PEER 
Servants to provide grants of over half of million 
dollars – our largest level of grants ever – to our 
partner network. Organizations in that network 
are on the frontlines of empowering the materially 
poor. Here’s what your generosity meant to the 
people they serve. 

Humanitarian Relief 
For the vast majority of the families served by our 
partner network, the small business they built 
through a series of micro-loans was either shut 
down entirely or extremely limited in what 
income it could generate. Many of these clients 
had saved some with our microfinance partners – 
they burned through their savings. We were able 
to direct over $60,000 in funding to help 
thousands of families get basic necessities to 
feed their families and maintain a level of 
protection from COVID. Our partners reported to 
us of tears, prayers, and even songs expressed by 
members of these families as they celebrated 
God answering their prayers through you. 

Payroll Protection 
Unable to repay their micro-loans given their lack 
of income, these families could also not make the 
small interest payments on which our global 
partners depend to pay their staff and cover their 
operating costs. The solvency of our partners was 
at risk. Your generosity allowed PEER to provide 
almost $100,000 in Payroll Protection funds and 
other funds that kept the doors of our partners 
open and allowed them to maintain most if not 
all of their staff at some level of pay. 

Loan Capital/Microfinance 
The largest amount of PEER funding – well over 
$200,000 – went to provide the loan capital and 
other items needed to help our global partners 
maintain their microfinance programs when 
many of their clients could no longer repay their 
micro-loans. There is still much more work to be 
done in this area as it will take at least a couple 
years for some partners to build back the loan 
portfolio to the pre-COVID level. There will 
eventually be huge demand for loan capital as 
clients try to rebuild their businesses. An even 
larger portion of our future funding will go 
towards global partner loan capital. 

Beyond Microfinance 
For many years, PEER Servants has supported 
our partners beyond microfinance to extend 
more of the kingdom of heaven into their 
communities. We provided over $100,000 in 
education funding in 2020 to support schools 
for Filipino tribal children, enable 20+ young 
Scholars in Africa pursue a university education, 
support after-school programs for at-risk 
children in Sri Lanka, and provide homeschool 
kits to hundreds of children in Guatemala forced 
to learn from home due to COVID. We were also 
able to provide an additional almost $30,000 
supporting youth empowerment programs 
around the world and $25,000 to address 
healthcare by launching a medical laboratory in 
Guatemala that will make health testing 
accessible and affordable to the very materially 
poor. Thank you, PEER Servants family, for 
your inspiring generosity. COVID will maintain 
its grip on these poorer parts of the world far 
longer than in the US. There’s still much work 
to be done. Together, with God, we can do it! 

Celebrating 30 Years of Partnership! 

 

How we thank God for 30 amazing years of 
extending more of the kingdom of heaven to 
earth!  Through your prayers and financial 
support, God is at work enabling tens of thousands 
of the materially poor and non-poor to experience 
economic, social, and spiritual transformation.  
Thank you! 
 
If you would like to send a tax-deductible donation 
to PEER Servants, you can direct 100% of your gift 
to any of our Global Partner Funds.  See the back 
side of the newsletter for contact info.   Thank you 
for your generosity.  God bless you! 

 

 
Todd G. Engelsen 
President 

A Virtual Global Concert – March 13 
You may be Zoomed out, but our Concert for 
Global Empowerment is an event worth putting up 
with a little more Zoom! We’re gathering our 
global PEER family for a variety of music, dance, 
and poetry. You’ll hear stories of the impact you’re 
having through PEER and meet some of the 
volunteers. You’ll have an opportunity to explore 
getting more involved yourself! Saturday, March 
13, 10:00 am and 7:30 pm ET. Click here (or go to 
peerservants.org/concert) to RSVP. It’s FREE! 

First Quarter 2021 

Where Did ½ Million Dollars Go? 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzPrG7qHzDYtbThH7gyjU2W3GVrYUx7SzztT2jBoECYkZPlg/viewform
https://www.peerservants.org/concert/
https://www.alternativegifts.org/projects/project30/
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WHAT TRANSFORMATION LOOKS LIKE 

 

Schools in Filipino Tribal Villages 
Our Filipino partner, CCT, provides fantastic boarding 
schools for tribal children. What did they do when COVID 
forced the schools to close? They brought the schools, in 
mobile form, to the children in their remote villages! 

 

Why These Peruvian Children Smile 
Our Peruvian partner, Kallarisunchis, provides an 
excellent after-school program to at risk children and 
works closely with the schools and the families to give the 
children a solid foundation. Click the photo for a video! 

THE VALUE OF VOLUNTEERS 
 

 
Congratulations to the PEER volunteers in our Kenya 
Chapter who were recently recognized as the “Persons of 
the Year” within the PEER global family. Check back in 
our next newsletter to find out why! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

We’d love to hear from you! 
Web:  https://www.peerservants.org 
E-Mail:  info@peerservants.org 
Mail:  PO Box 258, Woburn, MA  01801 
Phone:  781-245-4059 

 

If you were asked what a teenager can do 
with $100, you may respond with “buy 
some imaginary garb on Fortnite!” We have 
GREAT news for you, dear reader! That is 
NOT the answer you would get from the vast 
majority of the hundreds of young people in 
eight countries active in PEER Teens. 

PEER Servants developed a program that 
makes grants of up to $100 available to any 
PEER Teens (a minimum of two) that have 
an idea to extend more of the kingdom of 
heaven into their community. We call it our 
Social Entrepreneur Grant program and have 
already made over 40 grants from it with 
dozens more in process. So what have these 
young people done with $100? 

Address Food Security 
There are times when the materially poor 
need a handout, and the Teens respond 
when such cases are valid. But the focus of a 
few PEER Teens Social Entrepreneur Grants 
in Asia and Africa is to teach the poor how to 
grow their own small gardens so that they 
have food even when something as terrible as 
COVID strikes. This takes time and effort, but 
the Teens are up to the task and have received 
encouraging results! 

Address Mental Illness 
Mental illness – anxiety, depression, and 
worse – is spreading like wildfire among the 
world’s youth. Very sadly, a 10-year old child 
of one of the Peruvian micro-entrepreneurs 
recently committed suicide. The PEER Teens 
are seeing this and want to respond. Charles, 
a PEER Teens Kenya member, applied for a 
$100 Social Entrepreneur Grant and 
developed a mental illness training curriculum 

to bring hope to some of the most at-risk 
youth in Nairobi’s largest slums. 

Address Health 
Many of the materially poor are ignorant 
about COVID, don’t know how to protect 
themselves, and think it’s just fate if they 
get it. That has led youth in Burundi, Uganda, 
and beyond to provide COVID education and 
access to PPE to those who cannot afford it. 
They have also offered the gift of presence 
(socially distanced!) to address the emotional 
health needs of the elderly who feel very 
lonely during these times. They are concerned 
about the health of the planet; the Teens are 
planting trees and greening communities. 

Address Hope 
PEER Teens USA members identified a 
youth detention center in the Boston area 
to which they wanted to extend more of the 
kingdom. They worked with the program 
leaders to identify what the young detainees 
needed and wanted – athletic equipment, 
games, Bibles, and much more – and wrote 
notes of friendship and encouragement. 

Perhaps the most moving Social 
Entrepreneur Grants story came from the 
PEER Teens Uganda members. They used 
their Grant to provide basic food items for 
Lillian, a single mother whose house had just 
burned down. They visited Lillian, prayed for 
her, encouraged her, played with her children, 
and helped her recycle the salvageable bricks. 
The Teens were so moved by the visit that 
they set out to help Lillian rebuild her home! 
They’re halfway to raising the $4,000 needed! 
(Click here to see the video.) It started with a 
$100 Grant, and was used for something far 
better than imaginary Fortnite garb! 

What Teens Can Do with $100! 

We LOVE the young 
people in PEER Teens, 
our youth empowerment 
arm. They make 
extending the kingdom 
of heaven to earth 
practical and fun! Here 
are some of the PEER 
Teens Uganda youth 
before they set out to 
bring COVID supplies 
and cleaning services to 
people in their 
community at risk to the 
virus. With young people 
like this, our future is in 
extremely good hands! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Y0OpEiffQA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqRpDj8AwEM

